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kidnapped him in the night, with the design of carrying him to Sulla ; and
from whose custody, not without much difficulty and a large hribe likewise,
he had been able to- extricate himself, Philemon, his secretary, who had
made a promise to his enemies to poison him, he put to death only, without
torture. When he was summoned as a witness against P. Clodius, his wife
Pompeia's gallant, who was prosecuted for a pollution of religious ceremonies,
he declared he knew nothing of the affair, though his mother Aurelia and
his sister Julia gave the court an exact and full account of the transaction.
And being asked why then lie had divorced his wife: " Because," said he," I
would have those of my family untainted, not only with guilt, but with the
suspicion of it likewise."
Both in the administration of government and his behaviour towards the
vanquished party in the Civil War, he showed a wonderful moderation and
clemency. And whilst Pompey declared that lie would consider all those as
enemies who did not take arms in defence of the republic, he desired it to
be understood that he should regard all those who remained neuter as his
friends. In respect of all those to whom he had, on Pompey's recommendation;
given any command in the army, he left them at perfect liberty to go over
to him, if they pleased. When some proposals were made at llerda for 'a
surrender, which gave rise to a free communication between the-two camps,
and Afranius and Petreius, upon a sudden change of resolution,1 had put to
the sword all Caesar's men that were found in the camp, he sconxed to imitate
the base treachery which they had practised against himself. In the-, field
of Pharsalia, he called out to the soldiers " to spare their fellow-citizens," and
afterwards gave liberty to every man in his army to save an enemy. Hone
of them, so far as appears, lost their lives but in battle, excepting:' only
Afranius, Faustus, and young Lucius Caesar; and it is thought thac( even
they were put to death without his consent. Afranius and Faustiis had
borne arms against him, after their pardon had been granted them ; and L.
Caesar had not only in the most cruel manner destroyed with fire an<j. sword
his freedmen and slaves, but cut to pieces the wild beasts which he had pre-
pared for the entertainment of the people. And finally, a little before -his
death, he granted liberty to all whom he had not before pardoned, ^o return
into Italy, and admitted them to a capacity of bearing offices both -civil and
military.
He even erected again the statues of Sulla'and Pompey, which had been
thrown down by the populace. And any machinations against him, or reflec-
tions upon him, he chose rather to put a stop to than punish. Accordingly,
with regard to any conspiracies against him which were discovered, or nightly
cabals, he went no further than to intimate by a proclamation that he knew
of them ; and as to those who indulged themselves in the liberty of reflecting
severely upon him, he only warned them in a public speech not to persist in
their obloquy. He bore with great moderation a virulent libel written against
him by Aulus Csecina, and the abusive lampoons of Pitholaus, most highly
reflecting on his reputation.
His other actions and declarations, however, with regard to the public, so
far outweigh all his good qualities, that it is thought lie abused his power
and was justly cut off. For he not only accepted of excessive honours, as the
consulship every year successively, the dictatorship for life, and the superin-
tendency of the public manners, but likewise the titles of "imperator," and
"father of his country," bosid^s attatue amongst the kings, and a throne
in the place allotted to the senators in the theatre. He even suffered some
things to be decreed for bun that were unsuitable to the greatest of human